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“The statute book is a closed book 

for the common man, and to add 

insult to injury, there is the fictitious 

doctrine that ignorance of law is no 

excuse." 

–Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer 

WORKING TOWARDS 
JUSTICE FOR ALL
In furtherance of its motto, the LAAC and its members work towards 
imparting practical knowledge and information regarding the basic legal 
rights and remedies to the masses. Furthermore, with the objective to make 
legal aid accessible, the LAAC also intends to act as an intermediary 
between advocates across the state of Rajasthan and those requiring legal 
assistance. The Committee has been working on various research projects to 
evaluate the standard of legal awareness and implementation of welfare 
legislations. Understanding the need for gender justice, the committee 
under its various initiatives has been working to secure the rights of women.  

JANUARY - MAY 2017
LEGAL AID AND AWARENESS 

COMMITTEE (NLUJ)



JANUARY - MAY 2017 LEGAL AID AND AWARENESS
COMMITTEE (NLUJ)

To impart practical knowledge and create awareness regarding basic legal rights and remedies 
provided under various laws. 
To act as an intermediary between a layman and the opportunities of free legal aid services present 
across the country. 
To facilitate better implementation of legislations and governmental schemes.  
To analyse and report on socio-economic condition of various communities in the country.  

ABOUT THE COMMITTEE:  
Since its inception, the LAAC has been discharging its role of imparting legal awareness 
and providing legal aid. Established as the Centre for Legal Aid and Social Services, it 
initially focused on prisons across Jodhpur in collaboration with CHRI Initiative for 
under-trial prisoners. Gradually, due to the increased understanding of the social 
conditions, the LAAC has taken initiatives and is now aimed to be a part of the 
continuous process of spreading legal awareness. The LAAC seeks to partake in activities 
that would help generate a respectful attitude amongst people toward fulfilling their 
legal obligations. 

The LAAC imparts practical knowledge and information regarding the basic legal rights 
and remedies to the masses. The Committee also takes up research projects to evaluate 
the standard of legal awareness and implementation of welfare legislations. The LAAC 
has adopted a village, Surpura, and is extensively working towards developing the basic 
infrastructure and public facilities in the village. The main aims of the Committee are:

A  

A newsletter is a regularly distributed 
publication that is generally about one 
main topic of interest to its subscribers. 

A newsletter is a regularly distributed 
publication that is generally about one 
main topic of interest to its subscribers. 
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VITTIYA SAKSHARTA ABHIYAAN (VISAKA)

The dawn of information technology has greatly affected every part of human life. From the 
means of communication to that of one’s learning process technology has helped us to achieve 
great endeavors. Such is the influence of technology that it has now started replacing the age 
old monetary system in our day to day transactions. 

India, having the fastest growing IT sector and 3rd largest Smartphone market is the leader 
of the industry in the world. Payment through digital platforms has been increasing 
substantially through the years and has skyrocketed after the demonetization by the 
Government. Also, the Jan-Dhan yojna has brought a substantial number of Indian people to 
avail the benefit of the banking system. Understanding the potential of the country and the 
benefits of the use of technology in our daily transactions, the Government of India through 
Vittiya Saksharta Abhiyaan (VISAKA) has sought to widen the knowledge of the transactions 
through digital methods among the common masses of India.  
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Its motto is to make bank account your right as it is the backbone of the program. In 
order to make this program an efficient and inclusive the government has included 
educational institution as one of the stakeholders of the program. 

The Legal Aid and Awareness Committee (LAAC), National Law University, Jodhpur, 
following the lead of government held a workshop to train the employees and their 
families in the first week of January, about various kinds of digital payments and the 
know-how to use them. 

Though the initiative of the government is progressive and welcoming yet the committee 
faced several problems in training as the target group had three categories: (1) People with 
know-how of operating bank accounts and some prior experience of digital transactions, 
(2) People with know-how of bank accounts but no prior knowledge of digital 
transactions, (3) People having bank accounts but no idea of its operation and any digital 
transactions. 
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In order to tackle the situation, the committee organized a visual representation to show 
the group as to how to use digital payment methods. The committee explained the group 
about several digital transaction methods such as payment through micro-ATM’s, use of 
e-wallet such as Pay Tm, Aadhaar Enabled Payment System (AEPS) and USSD code 
with special emphasis on USSD code as this method of payment could be used without 
any need of internet connectivity or smartphones which were the prime concern of the
target group. Demonstration of using the GOI’s newel launched app to promote digital 
transaction BHIM was also made. 

In order to provide a practical experience to the group in using the digital methods of 
payment, a training session was organized in collaboration with SBI-NLU Branch where 
the group was shown how to withdraw, deposit and transfer money using the micro-ATM 
machines. Demonstration as to the use of e-wallets for payments was also made. The 
group was also informed about the security guidelines that has to be followed while using 
the payment system and the risks that they would face in case such guidelines were not 
followed. Group members were advised not to share their pin code information and other 
account details with others. 
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The workshop was a fairly successful as majority of the members of the groups especially 
the women got actively involved in learning the various payment methods. The urge to 
learn these new methods were also motivated by the hardships faced in daily life post 
demonetization by the Government. Though initially some doubts regarding the safety of 
the use of digital payment were expressed by some people but after post-workshop these 
people were confident in using the new payment methods which would help them not only 
during the emergency such as demonetization but also during the normal course of life. 

VISAKA would be a milestone in the promotion of digital payments in India as it would 
help a common household to run its day to day business smoothly. Payments through 
digital platforms would be well accounted for and would in turn ensure transparency 
making tax evasion difficult. Increased revenue of government would be applied in the 
development projects which would improve the life of people. 

However, it has to be kept in mind that not every household is well equipped with the 
knowledge of facilities such as transactions through registered phone numbers or ATM’s. 
Security is also one of the major concerns where lack of knowledge could result in misuse 
of the hard-earned money of the common people. Jan-Dhan yojna may have led to the 
opening of several crore additional accounts but still a substantial number of people do not 
have a bank account which would make this program ineffective as having a bank account 
is a major assumption behind this program. Thus it is imperative to ensure that these 
loopholes are addressed to so that a vision of DIGITAL INDIA can come true.  
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NATIONAL LOK ADALAT 

The National Legal Services Authorities (NALSA) as a part of its initiative of speedy 
resolution of legal disputes organized National Lok Adalat on 11th February, 2017. Students 
of National Law University, Jodhpur including some of the members of the Legal Aid and 
Awareness Committee (LAAC) visited the Jodhpur District Court to observe and understand 
the proceedings involved in functioning of the Lok Adalats. Lok Adalat is one of the 
alternative dispute redressal mechanisms. They represent a forum where disputes/cases 
pending in the court of law or at pre-litigation stage are settled/ compromised amicably. 

Registrar Sohan Lal Sharma informed that the students had an enriching experience about 
the working of the Lok Adalat, its bench and the types of cases to be filed before it. The 
students were accompanied by the secretary of the District Legal Services authorities Mr. 
Prem Bhardwaj who explained the students about the practical advantages of Lok Adalats.  
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WOMEN'S MARCH

On the occasion of international women's day, a street play was performed by the Legal Aid 
and Awareness Committee of National Law University Jodhpur at ghanta, Jodhpur on 8th 
March, 2017. 

The play aimed to convey the message that it is the need of the hour to remove the vicious 
disparity which girls still face at home from parents and at street from eve teasers. Further it 
demonstrated the need for girls to be aware of self defense technique which include pepper 
spray, GPS tracking system and even martial arts training. Moreover it criticized the 
conservative idea in not approaching police and court to report the eve teasing matters. 
The play was followed by pamphlet distribution and exclamatory questioning with audience. 
Through the play, the committee hit their target, which was visible when a person from the 
onlookers stepped forward to appreciate the work done and broke into tears with the intensity 
of play. 
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INTRA-UNIVERSITY PIL COMPETITION

National Law University, Jodhpur under the aegis of the Legal Aid and Awareness 
Committee (LAAC) and Centre for Litigation Studies (CLiS) organized the first Intra- 
University Public Interest Litigation (PIL) Filing Competition on 25th-26th March, 2017. 
The competition aimed to acquaint the students with the technicalities and practicalities of 
the court procedures and promote students to take socio-legal issues to the court of law. The 
event saw enthusiastic participation from the student community. 

On 25th March, the prelim rounds were judged by the learned advocates of the High Court 
of Judicature, Rajasthan. Out of all the participating teams, top six team were selected to 
appear in the final rounds of the competition held on 26th March. Hon’ble Mr. Justice Arun 
Bhansali, sitting judge of Rajasthan High Court and Prof. I. P. Massey, Dean, Faculty of 
Law, NLUJ, adjudged the final rounds. Thereafter, Mr. Bhansali also delivered a lecture 
sharing his experience in the field of litigation and enlightened the young minds about the 
career opportunity in the field. 

The Centre and the Committee undertook the responsibility to motivate the students 
towards filing PILs, the field of litigation and legal aid to the public through this 
competition. 
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