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ABOUT THE COMMITTEE

“WORKING TOWARDS JUSTICE FOR ALL”

In furtherance of its motto, the Legal Aid and Awareness Committee ("LAAC") and
its members work towards imparting practical knowledge and information regarding
the basic legal rights and remedies to the masses. Furthermore, with the objective to
make legal aid accessible, the LAAC also intends to act as an intermediary between
advocates across the state of Rajasthan and those requiring legfal assistance. The
Committee has been working on various research projects to evaluate the standard of
legal awareness and implementation of welfare legislations. Understanding need of
gender justice, the Committee under its various initiatives has been working to secure
the rights of women. In addition to this, the culture of questioning the implementation
of these laws by using the judicial machinery is being promoted by the LAAC among
the students of National Law University. Forwarding the smart village initiative of the
Government of India, the LAAC has adopted a village, Surpura, and is extensively
working towards developing the basic infrastructure and public facilities in the
village. The main aims of the Committee are:

• To impart practical knowledge and create awareness regarding basic legal rights and
remedies provided under various laws.
• To act as an intermediary between a layman and the opportunities of free legal aid
services present across the country.
• To facilitate better implementation of legislations and governmental schemes.
• To work towards securing rights of women in general and under the social beneficial
legislations.
• To analyse and report on socio-economic condition of various communities in the
country.
• Development of village Surpura under the Smart Village Initiative.

LAAC CALENDAR LAUNCH [JAN. 21ST, 2018]
The Legal Aid and Awareness Committee [“The Committee”] launched its
activity calendar on the occasion of 11th Convocation on 21st January,
2018.

The respected Registrar of National Law University, Jodhpur, Mr.

Sohan Lal Sharma launched the calendar and appreciated the students for
their hard work. The calendar was gifted to the Chief Guest of the
Convocation Prof. Pratap Bhanu Mehta, advisors of the Committee and the
members of the Committee as a memento.

The main objective behind the

calendar launch was to create an awareness about the various activities
undertaken by the Committee. The Committee received appreciation from
the advisors, alumni and students for its hard work.
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RIGHT TO EDUCATION: MIL KAR KARE RTE
KO SARTHAK [JAN. 22ND, 2018]
The Committee is organizing a Right to Education Competition called "Mil
Kar Kare RTE ko Sarthak" for the college students of city of Jodhpur in
order to realize the true spirit of Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009. The
Competition aims at getting children from socially and economically
backward sections admitted to various schools of Jodhpur. The Competition
aims towards supporting the government in the implementation of the 25%
reservation for weaker and disadvantaged section (EWS) in private schools
and sensitizing the youth towards their role in implementation of this
social-beneficial legislation. In order to provide better understanding to the
participants about the process of admission under the Competition, the
Committee organized an orientation session on 22nd January, 2018. Mr.
Mukul Krishna Vyas, an alumni of the University, explained the procedure
of admission to the participants including filling of forms, documents
required for admission, eligibility criteria of a child in respect of the school
etc. The orientation session was also attended by RTE officials of Jodhpur
district who pledged to provide necessary support to the participants in the
admission process.. The Competition received an overwhelming response of
approximately 150 students who attended the orientation and
themselves

for the Competition.

registered
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LECTURE BY ABHIJAY NEGI [JAN. 23RD,
2018]
The Committee organized a lecture on January 23, 2018 which was given by
Mr. Abhijay Negi, one of the brightest students NLUJ has produced. The
subject of the lecture was Journey as the Founder of MAD and BCL in
Oxford.
Abhijay started by recounting his experiences in Oxford and also gave some
advice relating to getting admission in prestigious universities abroad. He
also highlighted the difference between Oxford and Indian studies that he
had experienced. He is the founder of Make a difference by Being the
Difference (MAD), a student activist group active in Dehradun.
Further, he gave an overview of his college life by showcasing the
difficulties he experienced in balancing the work-filled college life with all
the work he had as the founder of MAD. He had to take frequent trips to
Dehradun in order to manage the different programs being organized by
MAD. Despite all the difficulties, he ended up passing out with one of the
highest batch ranks in his batch. He also shed light on how to handle being
different from the rest of the batch and even go against the expectation of
seniors. The message that everybody took from the lecture was to pursue
their dreams against all odds and not to follow the herd mentality.
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STREET PLAY ON ROAD SAFETY [FEB. 13TH
2018 ]
As a part of creating awareness among the public, regarding Road Safety, a
street play was performed by the Committee (LAAC) at Ghanta Ghar and
Nai Sadak, Jodhpur on 13th February 2018.
The play brought forth that, safety on road can be maintained even by
taking simple measures. It focused on youth who maintain their hairstyle at
the cost of their precious life, by not wearing helmet. Further, it brought in
the light that wearing a helmet can prevent loss of lives in 90 percent of
accident cases. Also, the importance of wearing seat belt and using FootBridge, while driving on highway/city and crossing broad, respectively, was
shown. The central theme of play conveyed the message that, "Accidents do
not happen, they are caused" and "Be cautious, life is precious." The play
was followed by pamphlet distribution and exclamatory questioning with the
audience. Through the play, the Committee hit their target, which was
evident when audience connected themselves with the play and stepped
forward to appreciate the work done.
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LECTURE BY DR. NALINI JUNEJA [FEB. 13TH
, 2018]
The Committee organised a lecture on 15th

February, 2018, delivered by

Dr. Nalini Juneja, one of India’s esteemed policy thinkers and one of the
principle drafter of the Right of Children to free and compulsory Education
Act, 2009 (RTE Act). The lecture was an interactive session with Dr.
Juneja talking about RTE and its implementation.
Dr. Juneja started with a brief introduction of the RTE Act and then
explained about importance of Article 21A of the Constitution and Section
12(1) (c) of the RTE Act which lays down the criteria for the 25%
reservation of the socially and economically weaker sections in the Private
Schools.
Further she shared her experience of being on a drafting panel of RTE Act
and when the 83rd Constitutional Amendment was in place and also in the
165th Law Commission Report where she vociferously promoted unaided
institutions providing 50% seats for free education which finally led to
inclusion of Sec 12(1)(c) with the object of providing free education. She
shared her experience being on the drafting panel of RTE Act and the
journey of education becoming a fundamental right. The message that
everybody took was that for enforcement of a right it is important that one
is informed about it and the same is enforced by the community. She also
encouraged the students to work towards the development of education.
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PARTNERSHIP WITH PENNSYLVANIA LAW
SCHOOL
National Law University, Jodhpur and Pennsylvania Law School have
decided to build a relationship wherein they promised to participate
together for ensuring better achievements and higher successes in the field
of social justice and local legal aid and awareness by ensuring continuous
and efficient sharing of resources between the institutions.
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2ND INTRA UNIVERSITY PUBLIC INTEREST
LITIGATION COMPETITION [APRIL 7TH8TH, 2018]
National Law University, Jodhpur under the auspices of the Legal Aid and
Awareness Committee (LAAC) and Centre for Litigation Studies (CLiS)
organized the second edition of the Intra-University Public Interest
Litigation Filing Competition on 7th-8th April 2018. The objective of the
competition was to provide students with exposure to practicalities of the
legal profession and make them more sensitive towards the brewing sociolegal concerns and causes.
Filing of a public interest litigation in the competition, provided the apt
environment for students to engage in research which was not limited to
legal texts and books, but also required groundwork and real-world
interactions.
The preliminary rounds of the competition were held on 7th April and were
adjudged by learned advocates on the High Court of Judicature for
Rajasthan. The arguments were followed by a feed-back session where-in
the judges apprised the students of the nuances of filing a public interest
litigation and about their performance in the rounds.
The top six teams broke through to the finals which were held on 8th April
and adjudicated by Hon’ble Justice Dr. P.S. Bhati and Hon’ble Justice
Dinesh Mehta, both sitting judges of the High Court of Judicature for
Rajasthan. The final rounds closely resembled a real-life court room
scenario, with the Hon’ble judges being actively engaged with the
arguments, pushing the students to think on their feet as they made their
submissions before the bench. The event concluded with an interactive
session with the Hon’ble Judges, faculty, participants and students
reflecting on the competition, the importance of public interest litigations
as a powerful instrument of judicial activism and the increasing need of
bona-fide and genuine lawyers taking up the plethora of causes that need
addressing in the society.
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