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ABOUT THE COMMITTEE

“WORKING TOWARDS JUSTICE FOR ALL”

In furtherance of its motto, the Legal Aid and Awareness Committee ("The
committee") and its members work towards imparting practical knowledge and
information regarding the basic legal rights and remedies to the masses.
Furthermore, with the objective to make legal aid accessible, the committee also
intends to act as an intermediary between advocates across the state of Rajasthan
and those requiring legal assistance. The committee has been working on various
research projects to evaluate the standard of legal awareness and implementation
of welfare legislation. Understanding the need for gender justice, the committee
under its various initiatives has been working to secure the rights of women. In
addition to this, the culture of questioning the implementation of these laws by
using the judicial machinery is being promoted by the committee among the
students of National Law University. Forwarding the smart village initiative of the
Government of India, the committee has adopted a village, Surpura, and is
extensively working towards developing the basic infrastructure and public
facilities in the village. The main aims of the committee are:

• To impart practical knowledge and create awareness regarding basic legal rights
and remedies provided under various laws.
• To act as an intermediary between a layman and the opportunities of free legal
aid services present across the country.
• To facilitate better implementation of legislation and governmental schemes.
• To work towards securing the rights of women in general and under the socially
beneficial legislation.
• To analyse and report on the socio-economic condition of various communities in
the country.
• Development of village Surpura under the Smart Village Initiative.
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MENSTRUAL AWARENESS SURVEY [AUG.
14TH, 2018]
The Committee, in order to promote the Menstrual Hygiene of the women in its
adopted village Surpura, has taken up the task of making women aware of the
clean menstrual practices. These awareness campaigns are a precursor to the
installation of sanitary pad vending machine and incinerator in Surpura. The
campaign includes various steps: Survey of the conditions in the village, screening
of ‘Padman’ and workshop on clean menstrual practices and once the village
women begin to open about the issue and start adopting better practices, the
committee will order the machine and incinerator.
Before the committee could take up a workshop for the females, it decided to first
survey the following:

1. How many women use cloth and how many use pads?
2. The reasons behind not using pads?
3. What age group uses pads?
4. What is their approach to menstrual hygiene?
5. How open they are towards the idea of even beginning a talk about the
same?

Findings:
We found out that out of 61 women 33 women used pads and 28 used cloth. There
were varied reasons. They were unaware that cloth is not a hygienic option. They
have a misconception that just by washing the cloth, the germs are removed. Also,
many women thought pads are costly and cited reasons like they are not provided
money by their families for buying pads. Few of the women said that since a
proper disposal system is not available, therefore they do not use it.
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Mostly girls of 20 and below use pads as they get the same from the school. They
don’t discuss menstrual health amongst themselves, not comfortable in talking
about the issue, they are stuck with their present conditions, and they are not
willing to save money for the pads every month.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION [AUG.
15TH, 2018]
On the occasion of 72nd Independence Day, the Committee visited the Government
School, Surpura and became a part of the Independence Day Programme being
organised. Students of the school performed along with few performances given by
the students of National Law University, Jodhpur. The programme was attended by
the Panchayat Samiti, school staff and faculty, students, committee members,
members of SMC and all the other village residents.

A step to make Surpura a litigation-free village
The chairperson of our committee Dr Anjali Thanvi told the villagers about the
Legal Aid Cell and the aim of making Surpura litigation free. She also made an
attempt to make people aware of their responsibilities and encouraged them to talk
about their legal issues. It is the responsibility of the Panchayat Samiti to keep the
record of cases.
With an objective to make Surpura Litigation free, the members of the committee
spoke to the people of Surpura and gathered information about their legal matters.
The Committee received six legal disputes related to family law and property
disputes.

A step towards providing financial interdependence to the women of Surpura
With the objective of making the women of Surpura financially independent, a
stall consisting of handicraft items made by the women of Surpura is being set up
during the biannual fest, NH-65,

of National Law University, Jodhpur. The

information regarding the same was spread by the members of the committee.
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A step towards menstrual awareness
Screening of Padman
After the Independence Day event at Government School, Surpura the females of
Surpura were directed towards the Mali Bhavan, Surpura to watch the movie. The
audience of 50-60 females was present in the hall. The movie screening was an
attempt to spread awareness on the social issue and make a way to move forward
with our awareness campaign.

Menstrual Hygiene Workshop
The workshop was directed towards giving the message of clean menstrual
practices by way of talk and videos. The major points covered were: why a cloth is
not a hygienic option; why a pad should be mandatorily used; health hazards of
unclean practices and an attempt to make them open about discussing these issues.
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PLANTATION DRIVE [AUG. 5TH, 2018]
The committee, in collaboration with the Rotary Club, Jodhpur, organised a
plantation drive in the Government Senior Secondary School, Surpura on 5th
August 2018 (Sunday). This Drive was organised under the able guidance of Dr.
Anjali Thanvi (Chairperson, LAAC) with the support of the teachers, staff and
students of Government Senior Secondary School, Surpura. The drive aimed at
cultivating the need and importance of afforestation and maintenance of
environment among the people, especially school children.
The drive received an overwhelming response from students, who were
enthusiastic and full of high spirits throughout the activity.
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