
LEGAL AID
AND

AWARENESS
COMMITTEE

(NLUJ)

JANUARY-JUNE
2020

REPORT

LEGAL AID AND AWARENESS
ACTIVITIES

JANUARY-JUNE                                                                                                                                LEGAL AID AND AWARENESS
 2020                                                                                                                                                                     COMMITTEE (NLUJ)



ABOUT THE COMMITTEE

                               “WORKING TOWARDS JUSTICE FOR ALL”

In  fur therance of  i ts  motto,  the Legal  Aid and Awareness  Commit tee  ("The Committee")  and i ts

members  work towards impart ing pract ical  knowledge and information regarding the basic  legal

r ights  and remedies  to  the masses .  Furthermore,  with the object ive to  make legal  a id  accessible ,

the Commit tee  a lso intends to  act  as  an intermediary between advocates  across  the s ta te  of

Rajasthan and those requir ing legal  ass is tance.  The Commit tee  has  been working on var ious

research projects  to  evaluate  the s tandard of  legal  awareness  and implementat ion of  welfare

legis la t ion.  Understanding the need for  gender  just ice ,  the Commit tee  under  i ts  var ious ini t ia t ives

has been working to  secure the r ights  of  women.  In  addi t ion to  this ,  the  cul ture  of  quest ioning the

implementat ion of  these laws by using the judicial  machinery is  being promoted by the Commit tee

among the s tudents  of  Nat ional  Law Universi ty .  Forwarding the smart  vi l lage ini t ia t ive of  the

Government  of  India ,  the LAAC has adopted a  vi l lage,  Surpura,  and is  extensively working

towards developing the basic  infrastructure  and publ ic  faci l i t ies  in  the vi l lage.  The main aims of

the Commit tee  are:
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•  To impart  pract ical  knowledge and create  awareness  regarding basic  legal  r ights  and remedies

provided under  var ious laws.

•  To act  as  an intermediary between a  layman and the opportuni t ies  of  f ree  legal  a id  services

present  across  the country.

•  To faci l i ta te  bet ter  implementat ion of  legis la t ion and governmental  schemes.

•  To work towards securing the r ights  of  women in  general  and under  the social ly  beneficial

legis la t ion.

•  To analyse and report  on the socio-economic condi t ion of  var ious communit ies  in  the country.

•  Development  of  vi l lage Surpura under  the Smart  Vil lage Ini t ia t ive.
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The Legal  Aid and Awareness  Commit tee  (LAAC) organized a  Legal  Aid Camp at  the

Vaidik Kanya Senior  Secondary School ,  Bagar  Chowk,  Jodhpur  on 22nd February,  2020 for

the inhabi tants  of  Kalal  Colony near  the Nagori  gate  area.  Several  members  of  the

Commit tee  vis i ted this  local i ty  and informed the residents  about  the organizat ion of  this

camp one day pr ior .  The camp was conducted in  order  to  provide advice and legal

assis tance to  the underprivi leged sect ions of  the society who cannot  afford adequate  legal

help and are  unaware about  legal  processes .  The Commit tee  has  organized such camps in

the past  as  wel l  in  different  areas  of  Jodhpur .

We heard legal  problems shared by the people ,  noted down their  detai ls  and prescr ibed the

required course of  act ion by informing them about  the law in place.  I f  required we put

them in touch with a  lawyer  who can fur ther  help them. The main aim behind these camps

is  to  protect  the community from misgivings of  the law and make people  aware of  the legal

remedies  avai lable .

LEGAL AID CAMP [FEBRUARY 22,  2020]
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During the course of  this  camp,  the Commit tee got  an overwhelming response from the residents  of

that  area.  Most  cases  were per ta ining to  issues  such as  res t i tut ion of  conjugal  r ights ,  scholarship

pol icy in  pr ivate  schools ,  medical  negl igence,  domest ic  violence,  divorce amongst  others  and

property disputes .  The Commit tee members  put  in  a l l  their  effor ts  to  assure the aggrieved

individuals  that  appropriate  help wil l  be provided to  them in their  legal  mat ters .
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ORIENTATION FOR ‘MIL KAR KAREIN RTE KO

SAARTHAK ’  [FEB.,  2020]

The Legal  Aid and Awareness  Commit tee  [“LAAC” ]  conducted or ientat ion for  the third edi t ion of

i ts  f lagship event  'Mil  kar  karein RTE ko Saarthak '  which aims of  enrol l ing maximum number of

underprivi leged s tudents  to  schools  under  the RTE Act .  In  this  edi t ion total  of  16 teams

part ic ipated which were given information about  the detai led process  of  admit t ing underprivi leged

students  into schools .  RTE Officer  Mr.  Om Tak (Elementary Educat ion,  Jodhpur  Off icer)  c leared

doubts  of  par t ic ipat ing teams and motivated them to ensure maximum admissions under  the RTE

Act .  Our commit tee  chairperson Dr.  Anjal i  Thanvi  concluded the or ientat ion by boost ing the

confidence of  a l l  teams and encouraging them to work with ful l  dedicat ion and commitment .  The

orientat ion was a  huge success  and we hope that  the teams wil l  perform their  best  and admit  as

many s tudents  as  possible .
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 COLLABORATION WITH THE CENTRE FOR

INTERNET AND SOCIETY, BANGALORE

[FEBRUARY-MARCH, 2020]

The Legal  Aid and Awareness  Commit tee  [“LAAC” ]  in  the months of  February and March

col laborated with the Centre  for  Internet  and Society,  Bangalore  [“CIS” ]  to  conduct  f ie ld  research

for  a  project  undertaken by the Centre .  CIS is  a  non-profi t  organizat ion that  undertakes

interdiscipl inary research on Internet  and digi ta l  technologies  f rom pol icy and academic

perspect ives .  The project  a imed at  understanding the impact  of  digi ta l  space ’s  cur ta i lment  and how

it  affected the vibrancy of  the discourse engaged in  by civi l  society organizat ions,  in  the s ta te  of

Rajasthan.  The commit tee  assis ted CIS in  ident i fying the organizat ions and individuals  who have

been affected by the incessant  Internet  shutdowns in  the ci ty ,  major ly  in  the past  two years .  The

field research and interviews mainly focused on digi ta l  r ights  and censorship.  A diverse  set  of

s takeholders ,  who were affected due the Internet  shutdowns,  were ident i f ied and their  response was

recorded.  The Commit tee  also contacted Advocates  Pravin Vyas and Nit in  Golkani ,  who

represented a  Jodhpur  resident ,  who had f i led a  pet i t ion in  the Rajasthan high court  with regards to

the constant  Internet  shutdown.  In  the month of  March,  two members  f rom CIS,  (Matam and Mira) ,

came to  Jodhpur  and interviewed var ious contacts  l is ted by the commit tee  l ike the off ice  of  Dainik

Bhaskar  Newspaper ,  Advocate  a t  High Court ,  RTE off ice ,  Distr ic t  Magistrate  off ice  and E-mitra .

Our commit tee  members  Rajesh Ranjan,  Pragyansh Nigam, Jasmine Valmiki  and Tisha Gupta

accompanied them in these respect ive places .  This  was an enriching experience for  the commit tee

as  i t  got  to  expand i ts  wings in  a  completely new space.
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The Legal  Aid and Awareness  Commit tee  [“LAAC” ] ,  in  order  to  promote legal  awareness  and

general  publ ic ’s  knowledge about  basic  legal  r ights  and processes  s tar ted a  video ser ies  cal led

“Adhikaar  ki  Pehchaan” .  The ini t ia t ive s tar ted with high spir i ts  and fervor  in  the ear ly  days of  the

period when the country was facing government  mandated lockdown.  In  order  to  ensure that  people

spend their  t ime construct ively and with the aim to help them learn,  gain,  and grow,  the commit tee

put  out  the videos as  a  bi-weekly dose of  knowledge revolving around basic  legal  r ights  and

awareness  f rom the 7th of  Apri l .  Ti l l  now,  10 videos have been released on plethora of  prevalent

topics  including:  Rights  of  an Arrested Cit izen,  Steps a  Woman can undertake in  case of  Domest ic

Violence,  The Menace of  Fake News,  Safeguarding against  Sexual  Harassment ,  Laws regarding

FIR,  Sexual  Harassment  of  Women at  Workplace,  What  Laws govern an Epidemic,  Consumer

Rights ,  and The Indian Court  System. The videos were put  out  on platforms l ike Facebook,

Instagram, YouTube and Twit ter  to  ensure maximum reach and indeed received very enthusiast ic

and posi t ive response from publ ic  in  general .  The Commit tee  had previously put  out  a  video ser ies

cal led Sarva Gyaan Kosh and Adhikaar  ki  Pehchaan cont inued that  vis ion forward with new

features  to  enhance accessibi l i ty .  The members  spoke in  plain Hindi  language to  ensure maximum

accessibi l i ty  to  people  who need i t  the  most ,  accompanied with law-related text  to  enhance the

viewer ’s  experience.  Here are  gl impses from various videos:

ADHIKAAR KI PEHCHAAN- A VIDEO SERIES BY

LAAC [APRIL, 2020]
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The Coronavirus  Global  pandemic has  created an upheaval  in  the l ives  of  people  f rom al l  the

sect ions of  the society,  but ,  the most  affected are  the poor  migrant  laborers  who are  s tuck in  the

ci t ies  in  penury.  The Legal  Aid and Awareness  Commit tee  [“LAAC” ]  has  pi tched into the

humanitar ian cr is is  to  show i ts  passion and devot ion towards the society by making rel ief  effor ts

for  these s t randed migrant  workers  in  these t imes of  cr is is .  The Commit tee  has  been working to

ease the pain and suffer ing of  thousands of  migrant  laborers  who wanted to  reach their  nat ive

places  but  had insuff ic ient  economic resources  and other  provis ions l ike adequate  food,  shel ter  and

heal thcare .

The PRAYAS Centre  for  Labour  Act ion and Research provided the Legal  Aid and Awareness

Commit tee  [“LAAC” ]  with a  database compris ing contact  detai ls  of  around 19,000 migrant  workers

who were ei ther  in  need of  food suppl ies  or  s tuck in  Surat  without  t ransportat ion faci l i t ies  to

Jharkhand.  However ,  by the t ime LAAC real ised that  many migrant  workers  had already reached

their  homes by their  own means but  were s t i l l  facing food shortages.  

 AID TO MIGRANT WORKERS DURING COVID-19

PANDEMIC [JUNE, 2020]

Contacting the Migrant Workers
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Therefore ,  to  update  the record,  LAAC decided to  contact  these workers  by cal l ing each one of

them. For  the same,  a  cal l  for  volunteers  was made to  var ious law col leges  and their  Legal  Aid

Commit tees  and Societ ies .  LAAC received a  good response and had 600 volunteers  to  make the

cal ls  f rom various col leges  and Universi t ies  including Nat ional  Law Universi ty ,  Jodhpur  and i ts

alumni ,  Amity Law School ,  Noida,  Chanakya Nat ional  Law Universi ty ,  Patna,  J indal  Global  Law

School ,  Sonipat ,  Raj iv  Gandhi  Nat ional  Universi ty  of  Law, Pat ia la ,  RML National  Law Universi ty ,

Lucknow and Nat ional  Universi ty  of  Jur idical  Sciences,  Kolkata .  Gujarat  Nat ional  Law Universi ty

[GNLU] deserves  a  special  ment ion for  set t ing an example for  other  univers i t ies  and taking the

f i rs t  s tep in  a iding the migrant  workers .  GNLU also helped the Legal  Aid Commit tee  and CLRA in

extending the f inancial  and logis t ical  help required to  ensure that  the migrant  workers  are

informed about  the scheduled t ra in  beforehand.  Through crowd funding,  GNLU provided f inancial

help to  those workers  who did not  even have enough money to  reach the rai lway s ta t ion on t ime.

Our main goal  was to  reduce the hardships  faced by these workers  by ensuring t ravel  and/  or  ra t ion

to the workers .  Each volunteer  was al lot ted 30-40 contacts  f rom the database.  Three main

quest ions had to  be asked-

•  Are they s tuck in  Gujarat?

•  I f  yes ,  do they want  to  go back to  Jharkhand?

•  What  is  their  current  s ta tus? ( locat ion and i f  they needed food suppl ies)

During the cal ls ,  the volunteers  would also enquire  for  any other  worker  around them who had not

regis tered in  any such database and wanted to  get  regis tered.  LAAC also enquired i f  someone was

in any urgent  need of  food or  medical  suppl ies .  Such cases ,  besides  being recorded in  our  data

sheet ,  were also compiled separately,  so that  urgent  act ion could be taken by contact ing the on-

ground volunteers ,  pol ice  and government  authori t ies .  The cal ls  were conducted in  a  span of  5-7

days and act ion on the urgent  cases  was taken s ide by s ide during the same t ime durat ion.

JANUARY-JUNE                                                                                                                                LEGAL AID AND AWARENESS
 2020                                                                                                                                                                     COMMITTEE (NLUJ)



In par tnership with Prayas Center  for  Labour  Research and Act ion [“CLRA”] ,  the  Legal  Aid and

Awareness  Commit tee [“LAAC”]  faci l i ta ted the t ransportat ion of  over  1600 migrant  workers  to

Jharkhand who were ei ther  s t randed in  Surat  or  Ahmedabad.  

The commit tee  was successful  in  a lso col lect ing the Aadhaar  Card detai ls  and other  credent ia ls  of

al l  the labourers  who wished to  take a  Shramik t ra in back home.  After  complet ion of  this

process ,an appl icat ion was submit ted to  the concerned adminis t rat ive authori t ies  request ing them

to arrange an urgent  Shramik t ra in to  Jharkhand.  The appl icat ion was f inal ly  sanct ioned on June 9,

2020.  Before the journey,  the ground level  volunteers  and members  of  CLRA ensured that  the

passengers  are  properly screened before boarding the t ra in  and also possess  meals ,  biscui ts ,  bread

and water  during the journey.  The t ra in  departed from Ahmedabad junct ion at  8  PM with a

stoppage in  Surat  a t  11.30 PM and reached i ts  dest inat ion,  Ranchi  a t  4AM on June 11,  2020.

Addit ional ly ,  with the coordinated effor ts  of  the s tudents  f rom GNLU and IIM-A, 29 migrant

workers  f rom Ahmedabad also made i t  to  their  homes in  Orissa  through buses .

Current ly ,  LAAC is  act ively engaged in  helping al l  the migrant  workers  who are  s t i l l  s t randed by

reaching out  to  var ious organizat ions working at  the ground level .   

Facil i tat ing transportation of  migrant workers from Gujarat

to Jharkhand
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The Legal  Aid and Awareness  Commit tee [“LAAC”]  was able  to  successful ly  faci l i ta te  dis t r ibut ion

of  ra t ion to  many famil ies  who were in  urgent  need of  food.  The famil ies  who were helped

belonged to  the s ta tes  of  Jharkhand,  Gujarat ,  Bihar  and Delhi .  Since the area of  focus for  LAAC

was Surat  and var ious dis t r ic ts  of  Jharkhand,  majori ty  of  the help was provided in  these two

regions.  To effect ively implement  the ini t ia t ive,  LAAC col laborated with mult iple  c ivi l  society

organisat ions and individuals  who were working on ground in  these areas .  With the support  of

volunteers  f rom different  col leges ,  LAAC had compiled a  l is t  of  famil ies  who were in  urgent  need

of  food suppl ies .  The l is t  was then segregated into two par ts ,  the f i rs t  being of  those famil ies ,

which had food suppl ies  for  a  few days,  and the second being of  those who needed the suppl ies

urgent ly .  Accordingly,  these l is ts  were then forwarded to  the concerned authori t ies  and non-

governmental  organisat ions working at  the ground level  in  these regions.  LAAC also raised SOS in

many cases  with the help of  Twit ter  and tagged the Local  Pol ice  and Distr ic t  Col lector  for  help.

The tagged off ic ia ls  directed the local  pol ice  to  ver i fy the claims and take the requis i te  act ion.  The

LAAC expresses  i ts  hear t fel t  grat i tude to  Jharkhand Pol ice  which took prompt act ion in  many of

the urgent  cases  and helped the needy in  a  short  span of  t ime

Food Distribution Campaign
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Under the current  c i rcumstances,  tenants  and landlords are  in  an uncharted place facing a  ful l  or

par t ia l  shutdown of  business  as  a  resul t  of  the government’s  constraints  and regulat ions on our

day-to-day act ivi t ies .  Various s ta te  governments  have issued an advisory to  landlords to  defer  rent

for  a t  least  three months and not  evict  tenants  for  non-payment .  

LANDLORD CASES

( i )  In the case of  Vikas Kumar (Ahmedabad) ,  the  migrant  worker  was harassed by the landlord

when the worker  was unable  to  pay the monthly rent  of  the residence.  The best  way to  resolve the

issue of  non-payment  of  rent  under  the present  c i rcumstances is  to  mutual ly  reach an amicable

set t lement  with the landlords with regards to  payment  of  rent .  To set t le  this  issue,  we contacted

the landlord and amicably solved the rental  issue.  The landlord agreed to  extend the s tay lease of

Vikas Kumar.  Therefore ,  Vikas Kumar was able  to  s tay at  his  rental  home amid this  pandemic.

( i i )  In the case of  Nirjala Kumar (Surat) ,  the  migrant  worker  was s taying with her  family.  Her

husband is  a  r ickshaw pul ler  in  Surat  for  the las t  20 years .  The landlord asked them to vacate  the

resident ia l  premise in  absence of  payment  of  monthly rent .  We contacted them and asked them

about  their  f inancial  condi t ions,  and af ter  discussion,  they agreed to  pay rent  f rom next  month.

Thereaf ter ,  we contacted the landlord who la ter  on agreed to  a l low these workers  to  s tay.

( i i i )  In the case of  Nand Kishor Shau (Surat) ,  the  migrant  worker  has  a  family of  8  members .  The

landlord forced them to vacate  the home.  They didn’ t  have any conveyance to  go back to

hometown.  We contacted the landlord and told him about  government  advisory.  He didn’ t  agree

and thereaf ter  we threatened him of  f i l ing a  pol ice  complaint .  Later  on he agreed to  le t  migrants

cont inue their  s tay.

 CASES SOLVED DURING THE COVID- 19

PANDEMIC [JUNE, 2020]
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( i )  In Rajkot  (Gujarat) ,  one factory owner  refused to  pay wages to  i ts  labourers  c i t ing his

inabi l i ty  to  pay amid this  pandemic.  Consequent ly ,  i t  became diff icul t  for  these labourers  to  run

their  l ivel ihood.  We f i led a  complaint  to  Rajkot  SDM. He directed authori t ies  to  do the needful .

Resul tant ly ,  the owner  paid the dues to  i ts  labourers .  However ,  he didn ’ t  pay ful l  wages amount .

So we are  t rying to  contact  authori t ies  again to  direct  the owner  to  pay the ful l  amount .  

( i i )  In Surendra Nagar (Gujarat) ,  74 labourers  belonging to  Jharkhand were s tuck there .  They

were working in  a  factory.  The factory owner  couldn ’ t  provide wages to  these labourers .  After

discussion,  we reached an amicable  solut ion.  The owner  agreed to  provide rat ion and residence to

these labours  instead of  wages and as  and when s i tuat ion gets  normal  sui table  wages wil l  be paid.

CONTRACTOR CASES
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