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1. A PANEL DISCUSSION ON THE TOPIC: “UNDERSTANDING THE QUESTION OF FREE IN
FREE AND COMPULSORY EDUCATION”. [DEC. 13, 2021]

On 13th December 2020, our committee in collaboration with Dr. Nalini Juneja and Dr. Kishore
Singh successfully conducted a webinar on the topic “Understanding the question of Free in
Free and Compulsory Education”. The webinar received immense participation and
appreciation from all participants. It started with the committee welcoming all the participants
and giving a brief introduction of the guest speakers and the topic. Subsequently, the event was
handed over to the esteemed guests who addressed the participants.
Dr. Nalini Juneja began by explaining the ideology behind the RTE Act, 2009, and its
provisions for free and compulsory education. She emphasised over the concept of principal
and agent and elaborated that outsourcing and complex processes, although attempted by the
government, do not justify the violation of the right to free education. She also elucidated all
the provisions of Section 2(n) and how they are not exclusive in the Act.
This was followed by an address by Dr. Kishore Singh, who, while highlighting the recognition
and importance given to RTE, acquainted the participants with the international perspective on
free education and how States have a legal obligation to provide the same under treaties they
are party to. He recounted his experience of debates on international stages about free education
and stated the mentions of free education and its requirements in the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights.
Subsequently, the webinar was joined by Mr. Ashok Agarwal, an eminent lawyer striving to
make RTE justiciable and to accomplish its aim. Mr. Agarwal spoke about his cases where the

High Court directed authorities to establish facilities like electricity, roads, etc. to support
students in pursuance of education. The committee’s chairman, Dr. Anjali Thanvi solicited
Mr. Agarwal to advocate how students should lead the change, to which Mr. Agarwal replied
that they must work for the have-nots and establish a system of trust and empowerment.
Dr. Juneja also shared her experience of being in the drafting committee of the RTE Act and
how the present-day implementation of the act is in contrary to what they had envisaged while
drafting it. Dr. Juneja and Mr. Agarwal also discussed the excusability of nominal fees from
the quality aspect and pointed out that although “quality” is not stated in the act, the Supreme
Court has judged that quality is paramount in education, centered on the child. On a final note,
he enunciated that taxation must be used for social welfare and education at all levels and of
all types must be free.
Through this event, the committee tried to make the lawyers of tomorrow aware of the
paramountcy of the Right to Education and empower their minds to raise their voices against
its violations. In Toto, the event proved to be enlightening as the esteemed speakers broadened
the understanding of free education and the importance of its implementation. We extend our
heartiest gratitude to our distinguished panelists. We are thankful to all the participants for
being with us throughout the session and we would also like to thank Dr. Nalini Juneja, Dr.
Kishore Singh, and Mr. Ashok Agarwal for such a wonderful address.

2. WORKSHOP ON “RIGHT TO INFORMATION- KNOW YOUR RIGHT”. [FEB. 27, 2021]
On 27th February 2021, Legal Aid & Awareness Committee (LAAC) collaborated with
“Outlawed India” and successfully conducted a workshop on the topic “Know Your Right –
How to file a Right to Information application”. The workshop received immense participation
and appreciation from all the participants. It started with the introduction of speaker Mr.
Siddhanth Ajay by Deputy Convenor of LAAC, Adya Garg and then the event was handed
over to our esteemed guest who addressed the participants on the important issue of Right to
Information. Mr. Siddhanth explored various diverse areas of Right to Information and engaged
all the participants in thought provoking discussions. Discussions took place on the importance
of ‘information’ in the history of the world and its relevance in the contemporary world.
Provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005 were explained and inputs of participants
were considered. All the participants were asked to give their views on ‘whether RTI is
complementary to Right to Privacy or contradictory” and many participants showed active
participation in this. Detailed information was given on the procedure of filing an RTI online
and in response to which, participants posed various questions which were addressed by our
esteemed speaker.

The workshop also discussed various real-life situations where RTI’s can be filed and the
speaker also posed a practical question of ‘RTI in case of PPE Kits in time of Covid-19’ and
asked participants to deliberate on this. The workshop came to an end with a Q&A session,
which was gracefully handled by our esteemed speaker along with participants responding to

every queries with immense enthusiasm. In Toto, the event proved helpful in spreading
awareness about the Right to Information and encouraging people to use these rights more
effectively as responsible citizens of India. We thank Outlawed India for such an excellent
collaboration.

3. VIRTUAL CELEBRATION OF WOMEN’S WEEK 2021 [MARCH 1 – 7, 2021]

Every year on March 8, the whole world observes International Women’s Day to celebrate the
social, economic, cultural, and political achievements of women and to acknowledge their
efforts in bridging the so-created gender disparity in society. The theme for this year’s
International Women Day was “Choose to Challenge” the underlying notion behind which is,
to change the perspective of society and the existing thoughts one has to challenge those so as
to bring the required changes.
Keeping the theme in mind, Legal Aid and Awareness Committee [“LAAC”] of National Law
University Jodhpur [“NLUJ”] celebrated Women’s Day Week, starting from March 1, 2021,
even in such trying and testing times, by releasing a series of short videos and infographics to
promote awareness about the legal recourses available to the women and their rights.
Movies, in general, have a great impact on viewers as they try to imitate the acts of the
protagonist in their day-to-day life. Understanding such influence of cinema on people
especially the Indian cinema, LAAC focused on the way women have been portrayed in
mainstream cinema and shows took the references from those films and tried to highlight the
social issues related to women and the related legal recourses available in our jurisprudence.
In the current time, our criminal justice system is facing one of the serious issues of ‘stalking’.
It initially seems to be an innocuous act but when that contact becomes repetitive it makes one
feel harassed and afraid. To present this, LAAC took the reference to the movie ‘Kabir Singh’

in which the act of stalking is shown as something appealing for the victims. Through this,
LAAC tried to bring into the picture the legal provision of Section 354D(1)(1) under the
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 which criminalizes the act of ‘stalking’ and also talked
about the legal recourses available for the relief for such victim. We often observe how gender
parity persists in every sphere of our society. In the series of videos, LAAC presented short
clips from movies and showed how women’s position is rationalized when it comes to them
holding the offices of responsibility.
Along with movies, LAAC also tried to provide information about various schemes and
policies launched by the government for women through infographics which intended to
provide graphic visual representations of information, data, or knowledge in a concise and clear
manner.
Government schemes like Mahila-E-Haat, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, One-stop scheme centre,
Swadar Greh, STEP, and Working Women hostels have provided women with a platform to
stand on their own two feet and be independent and further help other women. LAAC tried to
explain each of these schemes in a very simple and articulate manner so the message could
reach as many people as possible. LAAC, through its social media posts, tried to educate
people by highlighting that sex determination is illegal and female foeticide is a crime.
LAAC ended the social media campaign with a series honouring the bravest and fierce women
of our country namely, Ammu Swaminathan, Vijay Lakshmi Pandit, and many more who very
well deserved their seat in the Constituent Assembly. To honour the women we encounter every
day, LAAC organized an awareness campaign, where committee members informed women
around them about important legal rights such as free legal aid, maternity benefits, and
maintenance provisions. LAAC concluded the week’s celebrations with an informative
interaction and an attempt to make women more aware of their basic rights.
This was a small but well-coordinated effort from the LAAC team to honour and celebrate
women, this International Women’s Day. We really hope that we made some significant impact
and will continue to work towards supporting women.

4. IDIA NATIONAL LEVEL ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION
The Legal Aid and Awareness Committee in collaboration with IDIA Rajasthan Chapter
successfully organised the IDIA-LAAC National Level Essay Writing Competition, 2021. The
aim of this competition was to further academic discourse and discussion around sociologically
important topics and contribute towards the goal of increased access to education for students
from marginalized communities.
It was organised in two categories for school and college students respectively.
Category 1: Class 9th to 12th (School Category)
Topic:
1. Gender stereotypes in classrooms/education system.
2. Should housewives be compensated for their household work?
3. Crimes against women in India – An analysis of the current scenario in India along with
policy suggestions to improve the status quo.
Category 2: Undergraduate College students (College Category)
Topic:
1. Gender stereotypes: An analysis of their existence in today’s modern society, or a
comparative study of the past and present (what has changed, what hasn’t) … in the
context of law, politics, education, etc.
2. “Women: Creating, Doing, Leading”
3. Sociological analysis on the reasons behind the underrepresentation of women in
STEM fields.
4. Should menstrual relief benefits be made mandatory in the interest of women in India?
If yes, provide suggestions for its inclusion as a legislative mandate.
To motivate the students, prize money worth Rs. 8,000 was awarded to the top performers. In
the school category, the winner and runner-up were given Rs. 2000 and Rs.1000 respectively
and in the college category, the winner was awarded Rs. 3500 and runner-up Rs. 1500.
Apart from cash prizes, the winning essay in the college category will be published on
Feminism in India website along with an internship opportunity with NITI Manthan and a
subscription for EBC Reader. The top three entries from each category were felicitated with a
certificate of merit and participation certificates were provided to all the participants.

Results of the competition:
Category 1 (School)
First Prize: Mansi Jha
Second Prize: Rishiraj
Category 2 (College)
First Prize: Simran Bherwani
Second Prize: Adeeba Akhlaq
The competition witnessed the participation of more than 50 students from different parts of
the country. The amount obtained from this Competition after awarding the participants was
handed over to IDIA Rajasthan Chapter to sponsor the training/education of IDIA trainees.

5. NEW BLOG INITIATIVE ‘DARPAN’.
Darpan is an initiative started by the Legal Aid and Awareness Committee. The blog is
designed with the idea of blending the social and legal awareness issues which the society, in
general, lacks knowledge of or is ignorant about. The name ‘Darpan’ has been curated to
showcase a mirror of the society, a society that has been bewitched with a great many social
issues and practices which call for legal measures against them.
The blog itself has a character to it, as in every post, there is a protagonist on whom the whole
story revolves around, and each post is designed in a very simple and comprehensible fashion
so that people can better connect to the main idea behind that post.
Darpan embarked on its journey with a post regarding the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences, Act (POCSO) legislation that seeks to safeguard children against sexual abuse. This
story talks about the shortfall of POCSO and how it failed to punish a horrendous act committed
on a girl child. There is then a post on Cyber Crime, yet another menace which is on drastic
rise particularly due to the advent of the internet boom.
The blog also presents posts on the age-old social issues of Child Marriage, Child Labour,
Female Foeticide, and Discrimination wherein even after enactment of strict laws against these
practices it could be seen that these are still very much prevalent in the Indian society. Another
post on the blog portrays that how today's generation is letting go of their responsibility of
taking care and looking after their parents, in this post a child gives his parents a hope for a
better future but how could a parent have thought of that their own child could think of an ‘Old
age home’ as a solution for the financial problems faced by the ageing parents.
Since the upheaval of the Covid-19 pandemic, many precious lives have been lost and a result
of which many children have lost their parents making them orphaned, and these children are
then subjected to the darkness of human trafficking. The latest post on the blog focusses on this
issue and talks about the procedure of adoption of a child.
Our committee is devoted towards enhancing the legal and social knowledge of society and
making them aware of their rights in an efficient and effective manner, and this blog is yet
another opportunity for us to continue on this path.

6. INTRA- PIL COMPETITION IN COLLABORATION WITH CENTRE FOR LITIGATION
STUDIES. [ APRIL 17-18, 2021]
The Legal Aid and Awareness Committee [“LAAC”] in collaboration with the Centre for
Litigation Studies successfully conducted the fourth edition of the Intra-University Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) Competition and first online edition. The Competition aims to
inculcate litigation skills among the participants and acquaint them with the technicalities and
practical nuances of court procedure.
An orientation session on filing PILs was conducted on April 7, 2021, by our alumnus, Mr.
Mukul Krishna Vyas, to apprise the participants of the modalities of the Competition and the
procedure of filing and arguing PILs.
The proposition is based upon a real-life problem affecting the community at large and this
time’s proposition was based on the Rishi Ganga floods in Uttarakhand.
The competition was a huge success as more than 25 teams participated in the competition.
The top 2 teams along with the best petitioner were awarded cash prizes amounting to ₹10,000/and will also be given an opportunity to intern with the renowned Senior Advocates practicing
at the Supreme Court of India.

Results of the competition:
Winner: Akarsh Aryan & Simran Bherwani
Runner up: Himanshi Yadav & Kartikey Baid
Best Petition Award: Avantika Tanwar & Rachna Rashmi Rammohan

7. PROJECT UNNATI IN COLLABORATION WITH PROJECT PAHUNCH. [ONGOING]
The Legal Aid and Awareness Committee [“LAAC”] in collaboration with a student-run
organization Project Pahunch has started a project ‘Unnati’ to provide access to digital
education in the village of Surpura, Rajasthan.
The idea for Unnati is to set up a digital laboratory in the Government School of Surpura,
Rajasthan. The digital laboratory will consist of one projector, a projector screen, and at least
one computer system/ laptop. The funds for the same were collected through a crowdfunding
initiative. The beneficiaries of Unnati are the students of the Government School of Surpura,
Rajasthan.
LAAC will ensure that the digital equipment is being actively used by the school and the
students of Surpura are gaining knowledge from the installation of the digital equipment.

8. RTE ADMISSIONS VOLUNTEER PROGRAM. [ONGOING]
Under our Flagship Initiative ‘Mil Kar Karein RTE ko Sarthak’, Legal Aid and Awareness
Committee has been organising a Competition since 2018 to make the benefits under the Right
to Education Act [“RTE Act”] accessible to the target group consisting of weaker and
disadvantaged sections of the society. The Competition aims to bolster the impact of the
beneficiary provision of Section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act which provides for the reservation of
25% seats in private schools to actualize the idea of universal education.
This time, however, due to the restrictions posed by the COVID-19, organising the competition
was not a viable option. But to continue our legacy and to help the underprivileged children to
avail their right to free education we announce an ‘Online Certificate Volunteer
Program’ under our ‘Mil Kar Karein RTE ko Sarthak’ initiative, which is open to not just law
students, but any person from any field, from all walks of life, and from all across the country
with a common motivation to assist the committee in its mission.
The role of volunteers shall entail facilitating the admission process by collecting documents
and filling the RTE application form of the children of their respective states. The program
shall extend to a period of 2 months, during which the volunteers are requested to provide
their weekly report of the admission they have facilitated.
Under the program, the Certificate of Volunteership will be provided to all the selected
volunteers. In addition to this, the Committee will be conducting an orientation session to
explain the admission process to the volunteers and will assist them in securing the admissions.
The Committee members themselves will be involved in securing as many admissions as
possible.

9. COVID-19 RESOURCES VERIFICATION IN COLLABORATION WITH COVID SAHYOG.
[ONGOING]
Unity is strength and together everyone achieves more. The COVID Pandemic brought many
challenges in the lives of people but the biggest issue faces by them was the timely acquisition
of Covid Resources because of the ever-increasing demand and limited supply. These tough
times also brought with it the evils of fake news and black marketing. The common men have
no certainty of such resources and end up clueless, running pillar to post, due to the dynamic
nature of data in this regard. Supply fluctuates within hours but old data keeps on being
circulated which leads to wastage of time and efforts of the one in need.
With the aim to help the people affected most by this pandemic in this regard, Legal Aid &
Awareness Committee joined hands with Covid Sahyog, which is an initiative by students of
NLUJ, to provide assistance to the persons in need in reaching to the exact place which can
offer what they are looking for. Initially, the Committee members along with other Covid
Sahyog volunteers helped with data verification as it set out to create a Master Sheet of all the
verified leads for Covid Resources such that a one-stop sheet would be created for covering as
many areas of the nation as possible, filtering out unverified, fake and non-operational leads
leaving behind genuine, authentic and working leads.

Subsequently, as the volume of requests increased and the organisation was able to reach more
and more people, the modus operandi of data verification was modified such that as and when
the requests of any patients would come, the team would take it up and help the patient connect
with verified suppliers of Covid resources, hospitals and medical consultants, plasma donors,
government authorities and any other possible help.
The committee this way was able to contribute as much as it could in response to the ongoing
pandemic, one life at a time.

