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LEGAL AID
ACTIVITIES
A Report by the Legal Aid and Awareness Committee, National Law University
Jodhpur

“The statute book is a closed
book for the common man,
and to add insult to injury,
there is the fictitious
doctrine that ignorance of
law is no excuse."
– Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer

WORKING TOWARDS
JUSTICE FOR ALL
In furtherance of its motto, the LAAC and its members work towards
imparting practical knowledge and information regarding the basic legal
rights and remedies to the masses. With the objective to make legal aid
accessible, the LAAC also intends to act as an intermediary between
advocates across the state of Rajasthan and those requiring legal assistance.
The Committee has been working on various research projects to evaluate
the standard of legal awareness and implementation of welfare legislations.
Understanding the need for gender justice, the committee under its various
initiatives has been working to secure the rights of women.
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ABOUT THE COMMITTEE:
Since its inception, the LAAC has been discharging its role of imparting legal awareness and
providing legal aid. Established as the Centre for Legal Aid and Social Services, it initially
focused on prisons across Jodhpur in collaboration with CHRI Initiative for under-trial
prisoners. Gradually, due to the increased understanding of the social conditions, the LAAC
has undertaken various initiatives and now aims to be a part of the continuous process of
spreading legal awareness. The LAAC seeks to partake in activities that would help generate a
respectful attitude amongst people toward fulfilling their legal obligations.
The LAAC imparts practical knowledge and information regarding the basic legal rights and
remedies to the masses. The Committee also takes up research projects to evaluate the standard
of legal awareness and implementation of welfare legislations. The LAAC has adopted a village,
Surpura, and is extensively working towards developing the basic infrastructure and public
facilities in the village. The main aims of the Committee are:
To impart practical knowledge and create awareness regarding basic legal rights and
remedies provided under various laws.
To act as an intermediary between a layman and the opportunities of free legal aid services
present across the country.
To facilitate better implementation of legislations and governmental schemes.
To analyse and report on socio-economic condition of various communities in the
country.
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PIL PETITION FILED BEFORE RAJASTHAN HIGH
COURT
The LAAC, in July 2016, had
undertaken a primary field
research study to assess the
implementation of the Right of
Children of Free and Compulsory
Education, 2009 (‘RTE Act’) in
the government schools of District
Jodhpur, Rajasthan. The
Committee after having due
consultations with the
stakeholders (parents, teachers,
and students) completed its study
of 107 government schools in 11
blocks of the district.
The aforesaid Study brought forth many infirmities in the implementation of RTE Act in
Jodhpur. In light of this Study, members of LAAC have filed a Public Interest Litigation
Petition before the Hon’ble Rajasthan High Court. Through this PIL Petition, LAAC has
sought the assistance of the Hon’ble Rajasthan High Court for the better implementation of
RTE Act in Jodhpur. The Petition has been admitted by the Division Bench and the matter
is pending before the High Court.

FIELD VISIT TO NLUJ UNDER NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS’ SKILL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
The Legal Aid and Awareness Committee with the help of Tata Institute of Social Sciences
(TISS) organized its first presentation on the topic of Right to Privacy as a part of National
University Skill Development Programme. The programme was organised on July 10, 2017
by the National Law University Jodhpur. The presentation was attended by the Registrar of
the University Mr. Sohan Lal Sharma, the Dean of the University, Prof. I.P. Massey, the
Chairperson of the Legal Aid and Awareness Committee Dr. Anjali Thanvi, TISS
Representatives and teachers from other Jodhpur Colleges. Prof. I.P. Massey, in his
introductory remark, emphasized the significance of legal education and how it is important
for everyone to know their legal rights.
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The Presentation titled "Do You Know Who is Watching You" was attended by about 210
students from various colleges in Jodhpur. It highlighted the high risk that today's youth
face in shelling out their private information like images, messages, etc. online, especially
due to the vast connectivity provided by social media.
The Presentation was delivered by Ragini Aggarwal, Keshav Malpani and members of Legal
Aid and Awareness Committee with the aim of making students aware of the risks they are
prone to face while browsing online and the importance of keeping their personal data safe.
The interactive session included the students clarifying their doubts about online browsing
and how they can protect themselves from scams and frauds. The presentation also aimed to
provide the students with various steps to protect their information from being circulated
and not to trust online watch guardians. Dr. Anjali Thanvi concluded the programme with a
vote of thanks and TISS representatives were honoured with a momento by Registrar Mr.
SohanLal Sharma.
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NALSA SEMINAR ON ‘ROLE OF CLINICAL LEGAL
EDUCATION IN LAW SCHOOLS’
National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) of India organised a seminar on the role of
clinical legal education in law schools on 30th July, 2017 in which students and faculty
members of various law schools were invited. The seminar was divided into three parts –
introductory session, working session I and II. The members of the Legal Aid and Awareness
Committee (LAAC), National law University, Jodhpur under the guidance of Dr. Anjali
Thanvi, Chairperson, LAAC, attended the seminar and learnt about the various aspects of
clinical legal education.
The introductory session comprised of a panel of four judges and the Vice Chancellor
of National Law University Delhi. The session started with the speech of Justice Alok
Agarwal, wherein he emphasized the importance of having an attitude of social responsibility
and commitment towards a legal aid clinic.
Prof Ranbir Singh spoke about the two essential mandates of every law school that are socially
relevant. Firstly, lawyers should focus on becoming good human before aiming to become
the best lawyer. Secondly, a judge should always be lenient towards the poor. Legal Services
Clinics in law schools across states consist solely of a room and a board. The problem lies in the
dearth of teaching faculty. He recommends that there should be at least one faculty in very law
school to teach clinical legal education and there should be training programmes along
with workshops conducted on a regular basis. He also raised his concern towards the lack of
funding with regards to legal aid clinics.
Justice Chandrachud said that the major benefit which law students have is that they have
young minds and are willing to learn. There have a desire to participate in social activities. The
transformation takes place at a later stage and thus there is a great role played by the
institutions in this journey. The law schools should aim to sensitize the students towards
injustice in the society. The two main objectives of the legal aid clinics pointed out by him are
development of students and liberation from institutional structure. He also emphasized on
the expertise which students have and adults don’t, for example, the use of technology. Thus,
there should be openness of mind. In the end, he urged the students not to lose the spark
which they possess.
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Justice Amitava Roy said that legal aid clinics are an incubation centre for sowing the seeds to a
socially inclined mind. Spark should be retained in the minds of the minds of students. He
requested everyone to remember the objective of the Preamble which is to ensure social justice.
We have to aim to reach to people who are silently tolerating injustice and make them aware of
their rights. Legal aid is a movement and students are looked at in order to make this movement a
reality.
The introductory session ended with the words of Justice Deepak Mishra. He referred the
students as “Czars of law.” He said that rights are not given as a privilege but they are human and
natural right and that there is a need to institutionalise this thinking. It is a statutory command
that there should be functional legal aid clinics and this cannot be disrespected. Being the
Chairperson of NALSA, he gave certain guidelines A sense of belongingness should be build in social form. Access to justice is a constitutional
right, statutory right and a basic human right. Students are torchbearers of humanity.
Students are best communicators and inhibitors.
There should be a connecting link between a suffering man and a lawyer. The matter can be
taken to DLSA or SALSA.
Students should decide how to go about a particular case, that is whether it should be
forwarded to the faculty, DLSA or SALSA.
Video-conferencing with the undertrial prisoners should be undertaken.
Information is a source of power. Make people aware about their rights. Students are
distributors of power. Legal aid members can empower the people who are not aware.
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NALSA SEMINAR WORKING SESSION - I
The First Session began with a speech from Justice Narsimhan, Additional Solicitor General,
who said that practicing lawyers have nothing to do with legal aid. The first two reasons for this is
that firstly it is not mandatory for practicing lawyers to appear for marginalised sections and
secondly, the legal aid cells are not given enough importance in colleges. Legal aid, by enabling a
student to go outside and interact with other sections of society, gives them a reality check and
creates experiences. Such life situations translate into a need to work for the betterment of society.
Knowledge itself has no relevance till it is connected to humanity.
The most important concern raised by the students was budget constraint. The answer given by
the panel was that students can organise legal awareness camps and conduct action research which
does not require huge budget. Student welfare funds can also be used. Few suggestions given by
UNDP project head related to university management, alumni contribution, law firms
contribution and SLSA and NALSA contribution.
Justice Dipak Mishra said that SLSA grants funds for legal aid cell and the university should
collaborate with SLSA in this regard. He also said that NALSA will issue certificates for the legal
awareness camps conducted by the students. The pictures and names of students should be sent
for the same. Also, if the students don’t know the answer of any of the issues while conducting
awareness camps then they can approach the Legal Aid Secretary (District or State Level) in this
regard.

NALSA SEMINAR WORKING SESSION - II
In this session, various law schools discussed about their legal aid cell and its functioning:
NLSIU - They recommended that there should be a course on legal aid in the curriculum of
every law school, based on a consumer centric approach.
NALSAR- Students and faculty jointly work on the legal matters.
RGNUL- They distribute booklets on important legal issues in regional languages. They also
award students.
NUJS- They observe a mediation week wherein they go to one municipal ward and solve
disputes by mediation. They also organise client counselling projects.
CNLU- They organise training programme for the sarpanch of the village.
GNLU- 20 hours mandatory pro bono work every year. A certificate is allotted after 5 years.
Justice Dipak Mishra while wrapping up the entire seminar said that the Chancellor of all the law
schools should talk to SLSA regarding granting funds for the legal aid cell. He emphasized on the
fact that legal aid clinics are supposed to be in the campus and there should be one clinic dealing
with all the subject matters.
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POSTER MAKING COMPETITION
The Committee organised a poster making competition with help of 23 volunteers in 12
schools of Jodhpur on 5th august, 2017. The topic for the competition was “Legal
Awareness”. Almost 1200 students studying in classes 6th to 10th participated
enthusiastically.
The students prepared the posters on various legal rights which we as citizens of our
country have. Top 3 entries from each class were selected which provided us with 15
entries per school. The initial selection was carried out by a team of teachers at all
schools. Out of the 180 entries, the top 20 posters selected will be used in a rally to be
organised by the Committee to apprise the Jodhpur locals of their legal rights and the
remedies available to them, if the same legal right is infringed upon.
The school administration was extremely cooperative. They were happy to associate with
Committee for the present endeavour and we hope to continue this endeavour and
strengthen our relations with the schools of Jodhpur. The school authorities also
applauded the efforts of the Committee.
After much deliberation, the top 20 entries were identified and the outstanding artists
behind them were felicitated at National Law University, Jodhpur on 10th August 2017.
The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. Poonam Saxena enlightened the students about the
role they can play in the betterment of this society. Further, Committee members
conducted an interactive session with the students and told them that the LAAC can be
contacted for any legal help. This marked an important milestone in the Committee’s
relationship with the people of Jodhpur whom it wishes to serve.
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SETTING UP OF STALL DURING YUVARDHA
The Committee had set up a
stall during Yuvardha (a Biannual sports fest of National
Law University Jodhpur) with
the object of raising funds for
the activities undertaken by the
committee for the legal aid cell
and Surpura village. Items that
were sold included handmade
key-chains, party bloopers,
college flags, etc. at
reasonable prices. It proved to be a successful endeavor as the students, staff and faculty
supported the cause by purchasing the items and encouraging others to do the same. The
committee plans to increase such activities at various occasions in order to make people
aware of its work as well as raise funds for future projects.
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WORKSHOPS ON PREVENTION OF CHILD SEXUAL
ABUSE
WORKSHOP 1
The Committee on 3rd October, 2017 organised a workshop on Prevention of Child Sexual
Abuse in the Government upper primary school at Nayapura, Chokha Village, Jodhpur
district. The workshop was conducted by LAAC members, Mrinalini Mishra and Jasmine
Valmiki, under the guidance of Dr Anjali Thanvi, Chairperson, Legal Aid and Awareness
Committee. The workshop was conducted in two sessions for students of classes 1-4 and 58. The members made the students aware about child sexual abuse and the preventive
measures. They were also told about CHILDLINE and how to approach them for help.
After the awareness session students were shown a video for their better understanding
followed by an interactive session. The students actively participated in the workshop and
asked various questions regarding the issue. LAAC hopes to take more initiatives of this
kind.
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WORKSHOP 2
With the similar objective of raising awareness on protection from Child Sexual Abuse
among the children of class VI to XII, the Legal Aid and Awareness Committee (LAAC),
National Law University, Jodhpur organised a workshop on prevention of Child Sexual
Abuse on 11th November, 2017 in the Rajkiya Uchch MadhyamikVidyalay ,
Jhalamand in Jodhpur district. This workshop was conducted by LAAC member Saloni
Srivastava under the guidance of Dr Anjali Thanvi, Chairperson, Legal Aid and Awareness
Committee.

DEVELOPMENT OF A FUNCTIONAL LEGAL AID
CELL
In the Summer Semester of 2017, the Legal Aid and Awareness Committee was successful
in developing a functional “Legal Aid Cell” under the guidance of Hon’ble Vice Chancellor
Dr. Poonam Pradhan Saxena and Dr. Anjali Thanvi, Chairperson, LAAC. The main
objective behind the legal aid cell is to provide free legal aid to the underprivileged sections
of society. In order to achieve the objective, the Committee has organized poster making
competition and legal aid camps in and outside the city of Jodhpur. The Committee has also
given various advertisements in the newspaper to make people aware about the cell so that
they can directly discuss their issues by dialing the helpline number.
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LEGAL AID CAMP
On 3rd September 2017, a legal aid camp was organized by the members of the Legal Aid
and Awareness Committee under the able guidance of Dr Anjali Thanvi, the Chairperson
of the LAAC. The camp was organized from 11 am to 1 pm at Sri Sumer Pushtikar Higher
Secondary School, Jalori Gate, Jodhpur. The members heard the grievances of various
people who had either been failed either by their lawyers or by the criminal justice system
itself. The cases, on which the counselling was given by the members of LAAC, related
mainly to disputes over property within families and the failure of the police authorities to
register complaints against the wrongdoers. The Committee received three cases and has
taken it upon itself to ensure that the aggrieved parties receive their dues from the judicial
system of the country.
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GAJE CONFERENCE IN MEXICO
After an incredible year for the Legal Aid and Awareness Committee, the Committee was
invited to speak about its initiatives at the 9th GAJE conference in Mexico. Sonali Khatri,
Convenor of the Committee travelled to Mexico to present our cause in front of around
150 delegates. The presentation received a phenomenal response as the committee's
initiatives won laurels all across. In fact, the Committee has been invited to present its
agenda in Australia next year as well. A big thank you to everyone who has contributed in
making this year such a huge success.

