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ABOUT THE COMMITTEE

“WORKING TOWARDS JUSTICE FOR ALL”

In furtherance of its motto, the Legal Aid and Awareness Committee ("The committee") and its
members work towards imparting practical knowledge and information regarding the basic legal
rights and remedies to the masses. Furthermore, with the objective to make legal aid accessible,
the committee also intends to act as an intermediary between advocates across the state of
Rajasthan and those requiring legal assistance. The committee has been working on various
research projects to evaluate the standard of legal awareness and implementation of welfare
legislation. Understanding the need for gender justice, the committee under its various initiatives
has been working to secure the rights of women. In addition to this, the culture of questioning the
implementation of these laws by using the judicial machinery is being promoted by the committee
among the students of National Law University. Forwarding the smart village initiative of the
Government of India, the LAAC has adopted a village, Surpura, and is extensively working
towards developing the basic infrastructure and public facilities in the village. The main aims of
the committee are:

• To impart practical knowledge and create awareness regarding basic legal rights and remedies
provided under various laws.
• To act as an intermediary between a layman and the opportunities of free legal aid services
present across the country.
• To facilitate better implementation of legislation and governmental schemes.
• To work towards securing the rights of women in general and under the socially beneficial
legislation.
• To analyse and report on the socio-economic condition of various communities in the country.
• Development of village Surpura under the Smart Village Initiative.
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ORIENTATION OF ‘MIL KAR KARE RTE KO
SARTHAK 2.0’ [FEB. 3, 2019]

The Legal Aid and Awareness Committee (LAAC), National Law University, Jodhpur, in order to
realize the true spirit of Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009
and in order to curb the fallacies existing in the act and with the aim to provide the opportunity of
education to a greater number of disadvantaged children, has come up with the second edition of
Mil Kar Karein RTE ko Saarthak 2.0, a Competition for the college students of jodhpur. This time
the Competition not only aims to provide admission to socially and economically backward
children in various schools of Jodhpur, but also to support the government in implementing the
25% reservation for weaker and disadvantaged sections (EWS) of the society in private and
government schools. Through this Competition, we hope to sensitize our youth and help them
realize their role in implementation of this socially beneficial legislation.

In order to provide better understanding to the participants about the process of admission under
the Competition, the Committee organized an orientation session on 3rd February, 2019. The
procedure was explained by Pallavi Diwakar, a member of the Committee, and further queries of
the participants were dealt by Co-Convener Sakshi Malhotra. They explained the admission
procedure to the participants including filling of forms, documents required for admission,
eligibility criteria for children to take admission in various schools, etc. The orientation session
was also attended by RTE officials of Jodhpur district who pledged to provide necessary support
to the participants in the admission process. Mr. Rohan Thomas, a Faculty of the university
felicitated those officials by giving a token of acknowledgement.
The Competition received an overwhelming response of approximately 61 teams from various
colleges of Jodhpur who attended the orientation and registered themselves for the Competition.
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“WESTERN REGIONAL CONSULTATION FOR
STRENGTHENING OF LEGAL AID CLINICS IN INDIA”
CONFERENCE AT V. M. SALGAOCAR COLLEGE OF
LAW IN GOA[FEB. 6, 2019]
The Legal Aid Society of the V. M. Salgaocar College of Law, Goa in association with Jindal
Global Law School, Haryana organised “Western Regional Consultation for Strengthening of
Legal Aid Clinics in India” on 6th February, 2019 at Panaji, Goa. Mr. Rohan Cherian Thomas,
Faculty Member, LAAC and Raja Reeshav Roy, Member, LAAC represented us in the same.
The main aim of this conference was development of Modern Legal Clinics across 100 law
schools in India, in order to revamp facets of Clinical Legal Education in the country. This
process involves development of 5 Regional Centers in Law Schools which will strengthen and
support 20 Law Schools each and thus make it a model of 100 Law Schools with vibrant Legal
Aid Clinics for community service and access to justice.
The programme was divided into four sessions, each of which had its own specific agenda.
The first session was undertaken by Professor Ajay Pandey, executive director, clinical
education Program, Jindal Global Law School, Haryana and Mr. Parmaditya, DIG, Goa Police.
They talked about the role and importance of government authorities, police and legal services
authorities in raising awareness about government schemes in furtherance of legal empowerment
of society. A proposal of establishing community radios and toll free number for legal aid in
major regions was also discussed.

The second session was initiated by Professor Dr. MRK Prasad, Principal, VM Salgaokar College
of Law, who spoke about the status quo of legal education in India. He stressed on several
opportunities that had been lost by the law school circuits in undertaking clinical aid
programmes by UNDP, Bar Council of India etc. Mr. Alok Agarwal, Member secretary NALSA
then discussed about several upcoming schemes by NALSA and deliberated upon the role of law
schools in it.
Session three was led by was Dr Frank Bloch, Professor emeritus, Vanderbilt Law School who
stressed on the need for revamping legal education across the world. He formulated a 5 point
strategy for making a socially inclusive legal education programme, which consisted of
Development of interest, Preparation, Supervision, Reflection and Evaluation.
The fourth session was an interactive one where representatives were grouped together and asked
to ponder over the potential opportunities, strengths and weaknesses of their legal aid clinics.
The programme ended with a legal aid exhibition.
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WORKSHOP ON CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE IN SRI SUMER
PUSHTIKAR SCHOOL JODHPUR [FEB. 23, 2019]
The Legal Aid and Awareness Committee (LAAC) conducted a workshop in Sri Sumer Pustikar
HR Secondary School, Jodhpur on 23rd February 2019 in furtherance of its objective to spread
awareness among school children on Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse under the The Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences Act 2012It was an interactive session between students of
classes 1 to11 and members of the Committee. The workshop was also attended by Dr. Anjali
Thanvi (Chairperson, LAAC). It was followed by a short movie which further explained the
students about the difference between good and bad touch, defined the body parts that are
considered private and the steps one should take in a situation where they are sexually abused.
The menace of child sexual abuse is ever increasing because children are not able to identify
abuse, if identified; they are not able to disclose it. It was explained that to suffer the wrong is
no better than to do the wrong. An attempt to make children comfortable to discuss such issues
with parents or close ones was made. The workshop aimed at providing information to children
about their safety against such sexual abuse and also provided for general awareness of the child
helpline number (1098) and other platforms where they can report such incidents.
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NUKKAD NATAK ON WOMEN
ENTREPRENEURSHIP [MAR. 26, 2019]
“Women, like men, should try to do the impossible. And when they fail, their failure should be
a challenge to others.” - Amelia Earhar
A Street Play (Nukkad Natak) was organized by the Legal Aid and Awareness Committee
(LAAC) on 26th March 2019 at Ghanta Ghar. It was titled ''Badlav Samay Ki Pukar'' primarily
focusing on the theme “Women Entrepreneurship”. We chose this
empowerment

not

only

fosters

by

having

discussions

theme

because

women

and debates but also when something

real is there in the hands of the women. This comes with being economically independent.
Moreover, earning for oneself also gives strength and confidence to stand against any kind of
discrimination meted out to them. Further, we
“Aao

aao

performing

natak
the

dhekho,
play,

we

natak

gathered

dhekho” along with

distributed

the pamphlets

audience

the
of

banner
our

by
of

legal

shouting
the
aid

the

phrase

committee. After
cell

to

the

people.

This helps us in spreading our reach so that maximum numbers of people are aware of free legal
aid services provided by us. This event became a huge success for us, as the same was covered
by local newspapers of Jodhpur and the viewers realized the importance of the play. We were
able to drive home the message of letting women work for their confidence and economic
independence.
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THIRD - INTRA PIL FILING COMPETITION
[MAR.30, 2019]
The 3rd Intra-University Public Interest Litigation (PIL) Competition 2019 was organized by the
Legal Aid and Awareness Committee (LAAC) in collaboration with The Centre for Litigation
Studies in the last week of March 2019.

The Competition aimed to inculcate skills of litigation

in the students and acquaint them with the technicalities and practicalities of court
procedure. The problem is based upon an actual legal issue prevalent in the city of Jodhpur. The
problem of this edition was based on the rights of the physically challenged and disabled persons
(reservation in jobs and amenities provided in public places). The students were required to
analyze the problem and prepare a petition as a public-spirited citizen. 6 teams participated in
teams of 2 each. The organizing team took an orientation for the participating teams beforehand.
Thereafter, they collected annexures and prepared the petition all by themselves. An eminent
Rajasthan High Court lawyer checked the petitions.
The top three teams were allotted internships with leading lawyers of the country: The IntraUniversity PIL competition helps the student community of our university to stay connected and
involved with the public interest and be aware of the procedures along with it.
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VIDEO SERIES ‘SARV GYAN KOSH’ [2018-2019]
Social Media expands our universe, our ambit of learning. We can connect with others or
collect information easier and faster than ever. It is reducing social barriers. It connects people
on the strength of human values, not identities. It gives voice to people who would never have
been heard.
This is the motive of Legal Aid and Awareness Committee (LAAC), National Law University Jodhpur,
in uploading the videos of video series- ‘Sarva Gyaan Kosh’.
Sarva Gyaan Kosh is an initiative of our Legal Aid and Awareness committee, to make common people
aware of the laws, their rights and duties towards the nation and people who are close to them. Rights
accorded by way of these laws, are to protect the interests of the people, but the complex nature and
difficult procedure that accompanies the exercise of the power vested in these laws makes it difficult
for people to understand the procedure and follow the law and it ultimately leads to exploitation of
common man.
Through this initiative of video series, we aim to spread awareness among common people regarding
various social beneficial legislations and contemporary legal issues so that, ‘We the people of India’,
can attain maximum benefits out of these laws and schemes.

Through this initiative of video series, we aim to spread awareness among common people
regarding various social beneficial legislations and contemporary legal issues so that, ‘We the
people of India’, can attain maximum benefits out of these laws and schemes.

We will be doing

this through a series of short videos, because we believe that social media is the best way to
connect to people. The videos are prepared by the members of LAAC, where we will be
discussing about certain contemporary issues and schemes. The first video of this series was
where Saloni Srivastava and Jayesh Singh, members of our committee, talked about the rights
accrued to the senior citizens under Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens
act, 2007. This video gives general introduction of the Act, remedies available in case of
infringement of rights and various other benefits accorded to senior citizens by Government of
India.

In second video of this series, Jasmine Valmiki and Nishtha Ojha, talked about the

importance of making a will and issues regarding concerning the subject. Through this video
they attempted to simply the process of making and amending an existing will for common
people, watching this video. The initiative of SARVA GYAAN KOSH has turned out be quite
successful. Presently, the YouTube page of Legal Aid and Awareness committee has 95
subscribers and both the videos have got great reviews from the people.
This is a small step to reach out to people and make sure that aid is provided as and when it is
needed.
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NATIONAL LEGAL AID FORUM 2019, UNIVERSITY
INSTITUTE OF LEGAL AID, PANJAB UNIVERSITY,
CHANDIGARH [APR. 5, 2019]
The Legal Aid and Awareness Committee (LAAC) attended the National Legal Aid Forum, 2019
organised by University Institute of Legal Studies, Punjab University, Chandigarh on 5th April,
2019 in which 15 Legal Aid Societies around the country participated. It was a conference
(panel discussion) on the “Role of Legal Aid Clinics” along with a competition judging the work
of the participating teams.
The teams presented their initiatives, practical problems faced and future prospects. It was held
in the format of a preliminary round, out of which 6 teams qualified for the finals. LAAC was
adjudged the first runners up in the competition.
The basis of selection was the report submitted along with the presentations by each team. The
teams were adjudged on the criteria- innovation, social impact, sustainability and outreach.
The preliminary round was judged by a panel comprising

of a Senior Advocate, Punjab and

Haryana High Court and Law Officer, State Legal Services Authority (Chandigarh). Final rounds
were judged by a panel comprising of Member Secretary, State Legal Services Authority
(Chandigarh); Senior Advocate, Punjab and Haryana High Court and Senior Advocate and
Alumnus of UILS, Chandigarh We received a constructive feedback from the judges owing to
their experience and knowledge.
Panel discussion concentrated on mushrooming of Legal Aid Cells and their relevance in today’s
time. The panellist narrated cases which were solved with the help of District Legal Services
Authority and how Legal Aid Cells become a link between the layman and the institutions.
Furthermore, the forum was a good opportunity for the Committee to interact with other teams,
understand their work and problems faced by them. It was an opportune give and take amongst
the teams. Accolades and recognitions like these help the Committee to maintain its resilience
and keep at its noble work
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