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“The statute book is a closed book for
the common man, and to add insult
to injury, there is the fictitious
doctrine that ignorance of law is no
excuse."
–Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer

WORKING TOWARDS
JUSTICE FOR ALL
In furtherance of its motto, the LAAC and its members work towards
imparting practical knowledge and information regarding the basic legal
rights and remedies to the masses. Furthermore, with the objective to make
legal aid accessible, the LAAC also intends to act as an intermediary
between advocates across the state of Rajasthan and those requiring legal
assistance. The Committee has been working on various research projects to
evaluate the standard of legal awareness and implementation of welfare
legislations. Understanding the need for gender justice, the committee
under its various initiatives has been working to secure the rights of women.
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ABOUT THE COMMITTEE:
Since its inception, the LAAC has been discharging its role of imparting legal awareness
and providing legal aid. Established as the Centre for Legal Aid and Social Services, it
initially focused on prisons across Jodhpur in collaboration with CHRI Initiative for
under-trial prisoners. Gradually, due to the increased understanding of the social
conditions, the LAAC has taken initiatives and is now aimed to be a part of the
continuous process of spreading legal awareness. The LAAC seeks to partake in activities
that would help generate a respectful attitude amongst people toward fulfilling their
legal obligations.
The LAAC imparts practical knowledge and information regarding the basic legal rights
and remedies to the masses. The Committee also takes up research projects to evaluate
the standard of legal awareness and implementation of welfare legislations. The LAAC
has adopted a village, Surpura, and is extensively working towards developing the basic
infrastructure and public facilities in the village. The main aims of the Committee are:

A

To impart practical knowledge and create awareness regarding basic legal rights and remedies
provided under various laws.
To act as an intermediary between a layman and the opportunities of free legal aid services present
A newsletter is a regularly distributed
A newsletter is a regularly distributed
across the country.
publication that is generally about one
To facilitate better implementation of legislations and governmentalpublication
schemes.that is generally about one
main topic of interest to its subscribers.
main topic of interest to its subscribers.
To analyse and report on socio-economic condition of various communities in the country.
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1. LEGAL AID CAMPS
LAAC has organized periodic Legal Aid Camps in Jodhpur and as well as in
outstation areas like Osian and Nagaur. These camps are organized with a twofold objective: Firstly, to spread awareness about issues like domestic violence,
right to education, right to information and other Central & State welfare
schemes and secondly, during these camps, people have the opportunity to
approach the committee with their legal problems and LAAC helps them find
solutions for the same with the assistance of a panel of experienced lawyers free of
cost. Furthermore, lawyers in various courts have taken up cases on a pro bono
basis as a result of the camps organized by the Committee.

2. LEGAL AWARENESS ACTIVITIES:
A. Regional Newspaper Column in Collaoration with Rajasthan
Patrika
The Legal Aid and Awareness Committee has maintained a weekly/fortnightly column
in the local Hindi newspapers consistently for spreading legal awareness among the
masses on contemporary issues like cyber-bullying, rights of the elderly, traffic rules,
duties of hospitals in accident cases, etc. At present, the committee has a weekly column
named ‘Kanoon hamari Takat’, in the Rajasthan Patrika.

B. “VIDHYA PRAGYAANAM” - Social and Legal Awareness Blog
This blog titled “Vidhya pragyaanam” (sanskrit for “Legal Awareness”) was recently
established to help clarify and provide correct and impartial information on various legal
issues on the internet. The need was felt for a free web portal that did not prescribe to
any idealogy; political parties or any other alliance that could possibly distort the
information that needs to be spread among the general public and legal fraternity alike.
Two main subject areas are covered by this blog. First, information on standard legal
procedures such as filing a case, FIR, etc. Second, a balanced analysis of various social
issues affecting our society.
[Link to the Blog: https://vidhyapragyaanam.wordpress.com/]
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C. Street Plays/ Nukkad Natak and Encouragement Campaigns
The Committee has employed innovative methods to attract the attention of people
towards issues of grave importance. The members of the committee have performed
street plays/nukkar natak in various localities of Jodhpur to highlight issues like
education for the girl child, women empowerment and sanitation. Additionally,
committee members have also run campaigns against drug-use wherein through
pamphlets and discussions, the youth of Jodhpur were informed about the harmful
effects of the drugs on an individual and society.
The Legal Aid and Awareness Committee of National Law University, Jodhpur with
the aid of the Superintendent of Police, Jodhpur organized an ‘Encouragement
Campaign’ in the streets of Jodhpur. This campaign was targeted to spread awareness
and encourage people to follow traffic laws and to protect the environment. Through
this, the committee members with the help of the Police Department publically call out
on the traffic law breakers and environment polluters, explain to them the law and then
felicitate them with garlands and caps as a token of appreciation for the realization of
their mistake and a promise of not repeating it.
The campaign received an encouraging response from the general public, and the
volunteers were requested to carry forward this idea and conduct more of such
campaigns in the city. Even the traffic police on duty applauded the Committee for this
endeavor.

D. Sensitisation Programmes/ Workshops
The LAAC believes in early intervention and has been organizing events to spread
awareness to attack the roots of the many social issues faced by society. A decdicted team
of students formed the Sensitisation Section. The primary focus of this programme is
on children and school students. One of the most sensitive issues is of substance abuse
and the committee has conducted a workshop on the “Prevention of Tobacco Use”.
A recent workshop was held at Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Residential School Mandore,
Jodhpur - a free boarding for boys where young boys from all over Rajasthan belonging
to Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe come and stay free of cost to get an
education. The audience consisted of boys from class VI to class VIII and the session
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began with a general introduction to the laws of our country especially the Constitution.
Then, our sensitization head Ms. Sonali Khatri conducted a discussion-based session
with the help of video films and convincing students to take a pledge to not indulge in
the use of tobacco. In the end, volunteers divided themselves and held one-on-one
discussions with the students to clarify their doubts related to the workshop and on
higher education in general.

E. Legal and Social Literary Programmes
In order to spread legal literacy, the Committee conducted a legal awareness quiz for
school students - Lex Quest. The committee first educates the students about the
various area upon which they will be tested and then conducts competitive intra-school
and inter-school rounds to ensure maximum spread of awareness.

Lex Quest, 2015 [in Collaboration with Uthhan]
The recent 2015 version, conducted in collaboration with the Rajasthan based NGO
Uthhan attracted over 500 students from across 11 schools in Jodhpur. This competition
was conducted to achieve heightened awareness among students about the law. The
objective was twofold:
1) To provide clear and deep understanding of familiar texts like the Constitution and;
2) Introduction to unfamiliar but important legislations.
In this edition, the committee prepared comprehensive legal literacy material, which
included chapters on the Constitution of India, Criminal Procedure Code, Indian Penal
Code, Traffic Rules, Juvenile Justice Act, etc.
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3. VILLAGE ASSISTANCE AND ADOPTION
PROGRAMME:
While education is regarded as a basic human necessity, unfortunately, it is still a luxury
for millions of Indian children. We at the LAAC believe that through proper
implementation of the Right to Education Act, a wave of change can be brought, which
would help lift not only young children but their families too from the vicious chain of
poverty. Therefore, the Committee is in the process of adopting a village, Surpura [4
km away from the University] to increase the levels of legal literacy in this village. The
same has previously been done for various villages, namely Mathania and Anganwa
wherein the members of the committee helped the village residents with spreading
awareness to women about their rights with respect to the Domestic Violence Act, along
with help them file registrations, draft applications to the administrative authorities so
as to implement various government schemes etc.
The potential impact of this initiative would be highly significant. All children in the
village aged 6-14 years will have access to schools with sufficient infrastructure and
teachers. To bring about this change, we have organized a series of camps in the village.
In these camps, the first initiative was to make the villagers aware about their rights
under the Right to Education Act and then work with them to realize these rights. So
far, the committee has organized five camps in Surpura Village and the committee plans
to organize more camps in the future for the realization of the dreams hundreds of
children
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4. PROJECT-SWAADIKHAR [IN
COLLABORATION WITH COMMONWEALTH
HUMAN RIGHTS INITIATIVE]
The committee collaborated with Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative for a project
called Swaadikar in 2012. Various programmes were carried out under this project:

A. Prison Visits Programme
Under this programme, the members of the committee visited the Jodhpur Central Jail
on a fortnightly basis and interviewed over 100 under-trials. The committee provided
legal assistance to those without any legal representation through a panel of pro bono
lawyers.

B. "ABHYUDAYA" – A Newsletter
The Committee prepared a newsletter which contained articles on various legal issues by
the students and faculty from the university.

C. "Lawyer's Training Programme
This programme was initiated with a view to equip the local lawyers with latest
developments in terms of practices in the legal world and to train them on contemporary
subjects like IT laws, IPR laws, cyber laws etc. It was a week long programme where the
participants stayed on campus while learning from lectures by distinguished faculty
members from inside and outside the University.
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5. INTRA-UNIVERSITY LEGAL AWARENESS
PROGRAMMES
The Committee periodically organizes various literary programs for the students of the
University and those of schools and colleges in Jodhpur. These programmes include
panel discussions, debates, informal discussions and guest lectures. The aim is to develop
a culture in colleges where debates are encouraged in both informal and formal settings.
Furthermore, we believe that the interaction with experts on various current social and
legal issues helps develop intelligent debate around issues affecting us all.

A. Panel Discussion on Yakub Menon's Execution: "Hope Died. Man
Died. Did Justice Live?"
The execution and the events that led up to the hanging of Yakub Menon have led to a
heated debate and several important questions have been raised, for instance, does the
‘rarest of the rare’ test leave room for arbitrariness, leaving the fate of the accused to the
whims of the judges? Why was the 14-day gap between the rejection of mercy plea and
the execution denied?
Further, this event reopened the debate on capital punishment. Questions of immense
legal significance, as members of the legal fraternity and as part of one of the premier
legal institutions of the country, were important to be debated on. The panel discussion
was successfully conducted with the panel constituting some of the best debaters of our
university and country. The event also attracted a large audience of students and
professors who actively participated in the discussion.

B. Panel Discussion on Criminal Justice System in Bastar,
Chhattisgarh
This discussion was led by two 5th year students, namely Arpit Gupta and Ajay Singh
Suryavanshi of our university who had interned with JagLAG during the summer of
2015. The first part of the discussion revolved around the systemic problems in the
criminal justice system in Chhattisgarh: Issues with respect to granting of bail,
accessibility to legal counsel, furnishing surety in case of bail bonds, crime of being a
‘Naxalite’ and, cases of fake encounters & judicial enquiries held for the same were
discussed.
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The second part involved a case study on Sections 107-109 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973. The abovementioned students used their extensive research done during
(and after) the internship on these provisions of the CrPC, as a case study to show how
the systemic problems of the criminal justice system have manifested themselves. This
issue is also important because these provisions deal with preventive detention, which is
one of the most misused tools of the police administration.
The talk ended with the brief discussion on “Working in a pro-bono initiative vis-à-vis a
corporate/profitable initiative”. They addressed the issue of the difficulties of working in
a pro-bono initiative in the initial stages, especially with respect to factors such as
motivation to work, the extent of possible impact, the value of collaborations etc.

C. Legal Aid Week: 'Erga Omnes'
The Legal Aid Week is organized in the winter semester of the academic session in which
over a course of 4-5 days multiple competitions/events are organized by the committee.
They include:

The People's Advocate and Dialectic
The People’s Advocate and Dialectic (mooting and conventional debating competitions
respectively) always receive an active participation from the students of the University.
In the former, the students argue a case on a moot problem and in the latter the students
debate in a conventional setup.

Creative Corner: Quiz, Essay and Poster Making Competitions
The other competitions such as Cross- Quiz, Spills from the Quills! (English Essay
Writing Competition), and Kamaal Kalam Ka! (Hindi Essay Writing Competition), and
Legal Picasso (Poster Making Competition) are held so as to highlight the imaginative
and creative proficiencies of the students.

Amicus Curaie - Client Counselling Competition
The cynosure of all eyes in ‘Erga Omnes’ is its Client Counselling Competition, most
appropriately called Amicus Curiae. The objective of the competition is to hone the skills
of the students in relation to dealing with the prospective clients as legal professionals.

Extempore Nukkad Nattak
An Extempore Street Play Competition named Nukkad Natak is organized in which
students form teams of about 5 members and perform a play.
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ENCOURAGEMENT CAMPAIGN
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ANTI-TOBACCO CAMPAIGN
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UTHAN AWARD TO THE COMMITTEE

